CONSTITUTION OF THE BATH ORGANIC GROUP



1 1.
The name of the Group shall be the Bath Organic Group.

2 2.
The objectives of the Group shall be : 
3 2.1

3.1 The advancement of the aims and objectives of Garden Organic and the Soil
3.2  Association and support of their charitable activities.
3.3 2.2

3.4 The bringing together of like-minded people to help each other in furthering the aims of both  Garden Organic and the Soil Association.
3.5 2.3

The promotion of knowledge of organic methods by means of meetings, lectures and any other means deemed suitable by the Committee.
3.6 2.4
The maintenance and promotion of the Bath Organic Group community garden (referred to as the Garden). The Garden will be run using organic principles as laid down by Garden Organic.



3.7 

3.8 3.

4 Membership is open to anyone over 18 years of age who supports the aims of the group and pays an annual subscription.
4.
Group members shall pay an annual subscription as determined by the Group at an Annual General Meeting.
5
Management of the Group shall be by a Committee consisting of three Officers [a Chair, a Secretary and a Treasurer] and committee members as appropriate who shall be elected at the AGM.  At the AGM the Officers and members of the Committee shall resign and are eligible for re-election.





6.     
The Committee shall meet at least once every three months, at such time and place as they deem fit, to examine accounts and arrange the affairs of the Group.  An officer and two members shall form a quorum.  Minutes shall be taken at all proceedings of the Committee.
7.
Casual vacancies occurring on the Committee shall be filled by the Committee by co-opting from general members.  Other Committee members may similarly be co-opted.
5 8.
The Committee may appoint any committee members as a sub-committee Chairperson with specific duties.  Such a Chairperson shall have the power to recruit sub-committee members from Group members.  Sub-committees shall conduct their business in accordance with the policy of the Committee and shall report on their proceedings at full Committee meetings.
6 9.

7 No person other than the elected Officers of the Group shall use the name of the Group, or purport to act on behalf of, or to represent the Group unless he shall first have been given, by the Committee specific authority to so act. 
8 10.

9 The financial year of the Group shall end on 31st August.  From that date the accounts of the Group shall be balanced.  Subscriptions are due on 1st November.  People joining later in the year will pay pro rata to the nearest quarter of a year’s subscription. 
10 11.    The Annual General Meeting shall be held within three months of the end of the financial year at a place, time and date determined by the Committee.  The Officers of the Committee shall present for approval by members present at the AGM : 
11 11.1

· a report on the activities of the past year,

· 11.2

· a statement of account,

· 11.3

· elect the Officers and members of the Committee,

· 11.4

· appoint an Auditor,

· 11.5

· plan activities for the future,

· 11.6

· decide upon any Resolution which has been duly submitted as hereinafter provided. 

12.
At least 14 days before the A.G.M. or Extraordinary General Meeting a notice of the meeting and the business to be conducted shall be sent to every paid-up member. 
13.

The Committee may at any time, for any purpose, call an E.G.M. and they shall do so forthwith upon the requisition in writing of any 15% of the paid-up membership of the Group.
14.

At all General Meetings of the Group and the Committee each member shall have one vote and all Resolutions shall be decided by a show of hands.  The Chairperson shall have a second or casting vote. 
15.

The Group shall supply such documents, reports or accounts as the Garden Organic, Federation of City Farms and Gardens and Soil Association may from time to time reasonably request 


16.
The management of the Garden will be undertaken by the members and volunteer gardeners. There will be at least 4 seasonal meetings per year, held in the Garden, open to all members of Bath Organic Group and volunteer gardeners to discuss and plan what will happen on the plot. The group will discuss and agree on : 
16.1   What is going to be grown for the coming season.
16.2   The cost and maintenance implications of any proposed new permanent features.
16.3 
The date and time of the next meeting
17.
Dispute Resolution: There will be 2 mediators appointed by the committee who will try to resolve any dispute between that may arise between members. If they are unable to resolve this dispute it will go forward to the next committee meeting for resolution. The committee’s decision will be final.
18.1
No child under the age of 18 is allowed into the garden on his or her own and must always be accompanied by his parent or guardian. 

18.2
When a school visits the garden they must be supervised by their own teachers and accompanied by several parents and/or guardians.

18.3
We will work to ensure that no unauthorised person has unsupervised access to any 
children present in Community Garden or at a Bath Organic Group function.
18.4
That there will be a Safeguarding Children and Child Protection Statement that will be 
reviewed by the Committee annually.
18.

These Rules may be added to, repealed or amended by Resolution at an A.G.M or E.G.M, providing that no such Resolution shall be deemed to have been passed unless it is carried by a majority of at least two-thirds of the members voting thereon and provided that notice of such Resolution shall have been sent to all members at least 21 days before such General Meeting.
19.


12 If at any General Meeting a Resolution for the dissolution of the Group shall be passed by a majority of the members present and such Resolution shall at E.G.M. held not less than one month thereafter at which not less than  two-thirds of the members present and voting thereon, the Committee shall thereupon or at such date as may be specified in such Resolution, proceed to realise the property of the Group and after the discharge of all liabilities of the Group shall transfer the balance remaining in equal parts to the Garden Organic and Soil Association. 
13 
20.
No amendment shall be made to Rule 2 or Rule 18 or Rule 19 or which would cause the Group to cease to be a charity in law.
Date : 8th October 2009


